A CHAMPION OF RADICALISM

politics. It was therefore almost a matter of course,
particularly when the revolutionary spirit is taken into
account, which at that time swept like a stormy west
wind through the German States, shaking all the trees
and loosening every joint, that Bucher should have
taken his seat upon the Left benches and devoted his
gifts as a jurist and as a speaker to the service of
Radicalism. It should be observed however that he did
not belong to the Waldeck party, which despised thn
rules of polite conduct, and just as little to those who
delighted in the art of pathetic oratory. Speaking of him
in his " DenfavuerdigJceiten" General von Brandt says :
" I have never heard any one speak with more talent
and moderation than Bucher on this occasion (the
debate in Committee on the so-called Habeas Corpus
Act). His blond hair and dispassionate attitude
reminded me strongly of pictures of St. Just. Bucher
was a ruthless leveller of all existing institutions, rank
and property. He was one of the most consistent
members of the National Assembly, and was determined
to take every step which seemed to lead towards the
attainment of his object, namely virtue as the principle,
and fraternal affection in the conduct of affairs. With no
knowledge of society and devoted to sterile legal abstrac-
tions, he was fully convinced that the salvation of the
world could only be secured by the sudden and violent
destruction of the existing State and social arrange-
ments. He helped to organise the public opposition.,
and in particular to spur on. the ambitious and turbulent
fraction of the National Assembly to seize a Dictature.
The ironical contempt with which he treated the
existing authorities and evinced his hatred of the old
constitution of the State, his dogma of the sovereignty of
the people, whom he intoxicated with their own Eadical